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Pilgrim United Church of Christ 
The avowed purpose of this church shall be to worship God, to preach the gospel of Jesus Christ, and to celebrate the 

sacraments: to realize Christian fellowship and unity within this church and the church universal: to render loving    

service toward all humanity and to strive for righteousness, justice and peace.  
 

 Pastor: Rev. David Hammett  
 Administrator: Julie Marks 

 Choir Director: Rick Munroe

 Organist: Paul W. Fernald 
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Pilgrim United Church of Christ       
635 Purchase Street  
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OFFICE: (508) 997-9086                                                                         
Fax: (508) 997-2765  
www.puccnb.org 

W
ho
ev
er
 y
ou
 a
re
,  

W
he
re
ve
r 
yo
u 
ar
e 
on
 

yo
ur
 jo
ur
ne
y 
of
 f
ai
th
,  

Y
ou
 a
re
 w
el
co
m
e 
he
re
. 

PLACE 
STAMP 
 HERE 

 
 

LABEL 

 

August 2011 1                  Pilgrim’s Progress 

 

 

 

 

      “See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? I am    
making a way in the desert and streams in the wasteland.”  -Isaiah 43:19 

 

     Sometimes the best thing to do is just get out of the way and let ministry happen.   
     Besides me, there are three active clergy persons in our congregation.  What a joy it has been to see their 

gifts emerge and faith bloom.  We've been blessed by Rev. Rick Munroe's amazing gift of music as he's led the choir, participat-
ed in Praise Band and performed special numbers.  Likewise, Rev. Russ Chamberlain's musical performances, participation in the 
Praise Band and Saturday night Coffee House Worship services have lifted our spirits.  And we know the great job he is doing as 
director of Mercy Meals and More.  Recently, Rev. Erica Bertocchi blessed us and our community by directing the play, “Invisible 
People”, taking the discussion of homosexuality and the church to the public.  Now, she is organizing a gay-straight youth alli-
ance (youth group) and is talking about starting a support group for GLBT adults who have been alienated by churches.  But 
wait, there's more!  Rev. Rick is organizing a GLBT Sunday evening AA group (7:00 PM, starting at the end of July) called, 
“Sober and Out”, the first of its kind in the area. 
     I am frequently asked if the presence of other clergy in our church is a problem for me.  It is not unusual for churches to 
have issues when there is more than one pastor in the house.  But I tell people that I welcome other clergy - we just put them 
to work!  That's not entirely true because they actually put themselves to work.   
     I give thanks to God for the faith of all who come here with a passion for serving the Lord, both lay folk and clergy.  Awe-
some things happen when we “Let go and let God”, and what that really means is getting out of the way as the Spirit blows in 
and then allowing ourselves to be swept along by it. 
     If I can take credit for anything, it is not being a skilled organizer or an inspirational leader, but that sometimes I have the 
sense to get out of the way.  My uncle, a retired United Methodist pastor, often says the pastor's job is to work himself out of a 
job.  I think I'm beginning to understand what he means.  It is not my job to be at the center of everything, to be the CEO, but 
to evoke, affirm and encourage the faith and gifts of others.  And isn't that what Christ calls us all to do?   
     What an amazing church we have, not because we have all the answers or have it all under control, but because we are al-
lowing God to run the place and are seeking the wisdom and vision of God's Holy Spirit.  God only knows what's in store for us 
down the road.  I guess it's for God to know and for us to find out!  It's all good with the God who is good all the time. 
 

          Peace and Blessings, 
           Rev. Dave 

Pilgrim’s Progress Pilgrim United Church of Christ 
School and Purchase Streets 

(508) 997-9086 
New Bedford, MA 02740 

August  www.puccnb.org 

2011 

MISSION PROJECT  
Last year we came together to have a house built in Haiti.  This summer, in the face of all of the natural disasters 
that have recently occurred, we would like to work with the UCC to create Emergency Clean-up Buckets to be used 
when folks go to these areas to help restore living conditions.  So often, when tragedy strikes, we want to help in 
some way, but we can't all jump on a plane to do the hands on work. There is a way you can help. We are trying to 
assemble buckets of cleaning items to send along.  You can prepare an entire bucket on your own or send in money 
to help purchase supplies.  To make it affordable for all, we have created a 'Bucket List'.  We have a bucket in the 
back of the church with cards listing each item needed.  You can select as many as you want and return the items to 
the church ASAP.  As each bucket is completed, we will send them on their way. Deadline August 4, 2011. 

1 - 5 gallon bucket with resealable lid 
5 scouring pads 
7 - sponges, assorted sizes 
1 - scrub brush 
18 -  cleaning towels (reusable, i.e. Easy Wipes) 
1 - 50-78 oz. box dry laundry detergent 
1 - 12 oz. bottle of liquid concentrated household cleaner (i.e. Lysol) 

1 - 25 oz. bottle liquid disinfectant dish soap (i.e. Dawn) 
1 - package of 49-50 clothespins 
2 - 50 ft. or 1 - 100 ft. clothesline 
5 - dust masks 
2 - pairs latex gloves (like Playtex) 
1 - pair work gloves 
1 -28 bag roll of heavy duty trash bags (30-45 gallon) 
one 6-9 oz. Bottle of insect repellent (NOT aerosol)  

The Bucket List  
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ADMINISTRATION 
 

If you or someone in your family is  
sick, hospitalized,  or in need and   
desires a visit from the pastor, please  
let Rev. Dave know. 

Deadline for the September issue is August 15. 

Prayer Needs: If you want      
someone's name listed in the 
bulletin, please let Julie  
know by calling or e-mailing the 
church office. 

AUGUST WORSHIP 

CARE 

 

We want to take every opportunity to 
stay in touch with  our members and 
friends; so please let the Care Team 
know when an event has happened so 
we can reach out. 

 

You can get a  BJ’s  membership for $20!      
The  membership renewal takes place August 31. 
You will need to renew yours too, at the store. 

If  anyone is involved in sports, clubs, or events, 
please let us know so they can be listed in the 

narthex for us all to attend and enjoy. 

If someone in our  church family gets 
a new address or phone number, 
please let the church office know so 
that we don’t lose touch with them. 

Please send  some get well cards to soldiers 
who are really missing their loved ones. 
Please consider sending one to:   
A Recovering  Service Man or Woman  
6900 Georgia Avenue NW 
Washington, D.C.  20307 

Please be sure the church office has all of your family’s birthdays 
and anniversaries so we can recognize them in the Progress. 

Prayers for our  
servicemen: 

 
AA Zack McKnight 
Sgt. Steve Amaral 
Nathan Sameiro 
Aaron Gabriel 

 

August 21, 2011 
 

11th Sunday of  
Pentecost 

 
 

Be Transformed 
 

Exodus 1:8-2:10 
Psalm 124 

Isaiah 51:6-8 
Matthew 16:13-20 

 

August 14, 2011 
 

10th Sunday of  
Pentecost 

 
Bold Moves 

 

Genesis 45:1-15 
Psalm 133 
Isaiah 56:1 

Matthew 15:21-28 

 

August 7, 2011 
 

9th Sunday of Pentecost  

 
 

When All Seems Lost  
 

Genesis 37:1-4 
Psalm 105:1-6 

Romans 10:5-15 
Matt 14:22-33 

 

August 28, 2011 
 

12th Sunday of  
Pentecost 

 
Spirit-Led Living 

 
Exodus 3:1-15 
Psalm 26:1-8 

Romans 12:9-21 
Matthew 16:21-28 
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FELLOWSHIP COVENANT 
 

��� 

We are called together for worship, fellowship and service in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Our primary purpose 
is to love God, ourselves and one another.  To this end, we celebrate our diverse Christian family, affirming every per-

son regardless of their age, sex, sexual orientation, physical or mental abilities, ethnicity, and economic status. 
We declare ourselves to be an Open and Affirming congregation, believing that we cannot enter into a “Covenant of 

Relationship” without honoring all the faith and fellowship relationships that make us who we are, the Body of Christ.  
Together, we celebrate Christ as our Head and the gifts of all of our members.  

 We recognize that diversity in the faith community that is Christ’s Body is essential to the wellbeing of the whole 
people of God.  We seek unity in Christ, but not conformity in faith expression or practice.  We welcome the chal-

lenges inherent in such an eclectic community because we believe that being open to one another, affirming one an-
other’s faith and seeking to genuinely know and sincerely care for one another brings us into a closer relationship with 

the One who gives us life, loves the whole creation and is our hope and salvation.   
Seeking to know God more completely, to walk ever closer with our Savior, we invite the Holy Spirit to be the light 

upon our path and covenant with one another as sisters and brothers in Christ: 
• We will remember that the things we do here as individuals and as a community are part of the spiritual life of our 
congregation.  
• We will treat each other with the love of Christ. 
• We will receive all ideas as important and worth considering. 
• We will honor our actions and one another with respect. 
• When talking about events or issues, we will seek words and sentences that describe the situation and try not to 
use words that reflect our personal opinions or judgments.  
• We will try to avoid collective words such as "some people" or "everyone."   Using the word "I" frequently will 
help us express our own experience and understanding. 
• We will recognize and respect opinions different than our own; we can listen to understand and disagree without 
being disagreeable. 
• We will agree on a process and, in covenant, we will all work together as the Body of Christ to use the process to 
work toward an outcome, implementing our conclusions with action. 
• We will have the courage to bring our concerns directly to the affected person or persons, so that issues can be 
dealt with openly, honestly and swiftly.  If the matter remains unresolved, we will ask an unbiased person to accompa-
ny us to provide an objective perspective.  If the matter continues to be unresolved, we will seek the guidance of the 
Pastor and/or Governing Board. 

We will expect all information shared to be open and honest, including the names of persons affected, except in the 
rare case where confidentiality is truly required. 

EVENTS 

COME AND JOIN US—FREE SPACE 
 

Big Yard Sale 
 

Saturday,  August 6,  10 a.m. - 3 p.m. 
 

Bring your own tables and items to sell.   
To reserve your space call 508-996-1498. 

 

Church parking lot on the corner of  Pleasant and School Streets  

Block Party! Sunday, September 24, 3– 7 p.m.  Fun for Everyone! 
Sponsored by the City of Light Faith Partnership: Pilgrim UCC, Clear Vision Christian Congregation,  

NB Cape Verdean 7th Day Adventist & The Salvation Army  
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KIDS FUN 

I call upon and challenge every member of Pilgrim UCC to make 2011 the year of  
“Awesome Welcome”  for our church!   - Rev. Dave 

     We offer a welcome here that would be difficult, if not impossible, to find anywhere else.  We have a very        
special, very unique church with arms open wide to the whole people of God.  Now let us share what we so often 
take for granted.   

     It is good that we experience such grace here that we have come to expect it, to see it as the way things are   
simply meant  to be; but there are many, many of our friends and neighbors who have yet to experience anything like 
this.  There are hurting, lost and lonely people all around us – imagine what a blessing it would be for them to      
worship and fellowship with us here at Pilgrim UCC. 

    Reaching out to others doesn’t have to be daunting and you don’t have to be a great biblical scholar to have 
something to offer – you just need to say, “I love the welcome my church offers and would love to have you come 
with me.”  That’s it.  That’s all it takes.  It’s the personal invitation that makes all the difference. 
     Will you do that much?  Will you invite someone to church?  It can change their lives for the better.  It can change 
yours, too. 

AN INVITATION 
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Since this project began batches of 
bears have been delivered to New    
Bedford Women’s Center, New Bedford 
and Dartmouth Police and Fire Depts., 
and St Luke’s Emergency Room. This 
months bears will be given to the NB  
Police Station. Please donate new bears.  

Another amazing opportunity at no cost to us.  Just use Goodsearch as your search  
engine and $.01 is donated every time.  You can also shop through Goodsearch at  
hundreds of stores, and we will  receive anywhere from .5% to 5.5% for the church.  

You can use the search engine from the web or install the toolbar.  This can be very beneficial to us. We’ve raised $49.59  
for 2009.  It is very simple to set up the page on your computer; please consider helping raise money for the church.   

STEWARDSHIP 

Stewardship Team: Joan Williams, Kathy Williams, Doreen Nunes, Michele Demary and Jonathan Nunes. 

Deacon's Fund Offering: The church maintains a Deacon's Fund for the purpose of  helping church members 
in emergencies.  The balance in the fund is very low.  The Board of Deacons will make “Deacon's Fund           
envelopes" available the first Sunday of each month.  All donations greatly appreciated.  

Musical Instruments:  We have a unique opportunity to 
reach out to our community through our Praise Band.  We 
have invited people in and have received positive respons-
es, but the need remains for instruments because not all 
the  potential musicians have their own.  If you have an 
instrument you can donate to the church, it would bless 
our music ministry.  To donate see Rev Dave. 

OUTREACH 

Fighting cancer is difficult enough, but  living with it is even tougher - and that's where the     
Cleaning for A Reason Foundation steps in.  This  nonprofit offers free professional housecleaning, 

and maid services to improve the lives of women undergoing treatment for cancer  
 

any type of cancer.   
 

http://www.cleaningforareason.org 

 

Please save your soda can tabs, cancelled  

postage stamps, Campbell's soup labels, and box 
tops for education (located on several  products but 
not always a box top).  All of these donations  go to 
great causes.  

www.labelsforeducation.com 

www.boxtops4education.com 

www.stjude.org 

From the Stewardship Committee We hope you all received your pledge cards—and we are sorry about 
the mistake.  It is, indeed, your pledge for the coming year, 2011.  Please remember that your pledge of your time, 
talent, and treasure will help our church continue in its purpose to gratefully worship our God, to be accepting of 
all God’s people, and render loving service to all humanity.  Bless you all!          -The Stewardship team 

Donations: 
 
 

• Cancelled stamps  - 2,995 given to the Shriner’s 
 

• Aluminum Tabs - 5.75 lbs. given to the Shriner’s  

 

 

2011 dates to serve in Soup Kitchen:     
 

September 5, Monday:  Labor Day 
October 10, Monday:  Columbus Day 
November 10, Thursday:  Veteran’s Day 
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Computer Class 
 

One class meets at 5-7:30 p.m., in the Computer Lab in the 
Church Home.  Joan Williams and Jonathan Nunes lead an 
informal computer class. The topics depend on the needs 
of the  students. Come and join the group and refresh your 

skills or learn new ones. Classes are free.   
Everyone welcome! 

 

 

Pilgrim UCC will serve lunch in the kitchen Labor Day Monday, September 5; please arrive by 9:30 to 
help.  We need dozens of brownies. If you will bake a dozen or so please, let Carol Sherman know.   

If you plan to help with holiday lunches please see Carol Sherman. 

HELP NEEDED! HELP NEEDED! HELP NEEDED!  

     Community Meals Sponsors Needed! 
     

 Our Community Meals program is well established and is offering    hungry 
friends and neighbors a good start to their day every Monday through Saturday, 
and lunch on holidays; but help is needed with covering the expenses.  It costs 
about $100 per breakfast to feed about 100 and $175 per holiday (excluding 

Christmas) to feed 100+.  If you can help in any way; sponsoring a meal or a por-
tion of it, it will be greatly  appreciated!   

If you dedicate a meal in memory/honor of a loved one it will announced.  

Mercy Meals and More  
 

Mercy Meals and More Inc., has served over 20,000 meals since October and over $20,000 has been 
raised in support of the program.  Over 200 volunteers have participated, cooking, setting up, serving 
and cleaning.  A caring community atmosphere has been nurtured in the program and people now 
come not only for food, used clothing and books, but also friendship, personal support, blood pressure 
screenings, and supportive services networking.  Rev. Russ Chamberlain served as volunteer director of 
the program for the first six months (THANK YOU, Russ!!) and in recent weeks began receiving a small 
amount of weekly compensation.  It is the hope of the board of directors to increase his salary to full 
time in coming months, so fund raising needs to increase accordingly.  Please spread the word about 
Mercy Meals and More and encourage those who are able to offer their support.  Rev. Russ can be  
contacted at 508-728-1498 or russ14jc@gmail.com.  

 

Parents Helping Parents  
 

Parent Support Group 
 

Tuesdays  7– 8:30 p.m.  
105 Williams Street, New Bedford, 3rd floor 

Group is free and anonymous. 
For more information call 1-800-632-8188 or 

visit www.parentshelpingparents.com 

 

Community Connections Coalition 
 

Parent Support Group:  Parenting Wisely 
 

Self-guided interactive computer program  
The program is free.  

Parents go at their own speed. 
Meet one-on-one with a family support  

advocate. Program also available in Spanish. 

COMMUNITY RESOURCES 

OUTREACH 

 

August 2011 7                  Pilgrim’s Progress 

 
 

Choir rehearsal will resume in September.  We welcome new members.  To join see Rick Munroe.  
 
 

Praise Band rehearsal will resume in September.  We welcome new members. To join see Rev. Dave.  

Monthly worship service at 10 a.m., the second Tuesday, in the Olympia Tower community room. 
There is music, prayer, and fellowship.  Everyone welcome. Services resumed in September. 

 

Motion made to no longer include the complete minutes in the Progress. Complete version  to be provided to the team and any-

one who requests them and an abbreviated version will be printed in the Pilgrim’s Progress. Motion was seconded.  Motion car-

ried. (voted into  effect July 10, 2007)  For a complete copy of the minutes contact the office on or after March 5. 

Pilgrim United Church of Christ Ministry Team Meeting Minutes 14 June 2011 
 

In attendance:  Chris Lavault. Rev Russ Chamberlain, Rev Dave Hammett, Gil Cardona-Erazo, Eleanor Craveiro, Don Craveiro, Paul 
Silva, Carol Sherman, Kate Bennett-Weber. Joan Williams. 
 
Meeting called to order at 7:00 PM: 
 
Discussed at this meeting: 
 
A)  Resolved:  To tidy up the Sunday bulletin by clearing the list of prayer request at the end of every month. 
 
B)  Bucket List – We will get a 5-gallon bucket and tag it with items needed to complete a disaster-relief kit.  Kate Bennett-Weber will 
organize this effort, which will conclude on August, 4. 
 
C)  Parking Lot – we need to issue laminated stickers so that people rightfully parked on the lot may be identified and those who are not 
may be warned to park elsewhere. 
 
D)  Resolved:  to appropriate $200 to defray the expenses of Chris Lavault and Rev. Erica Bertocchi as our delegated to the 2011 Mass 
Conference. 
 
E)  Resolved -   to accept with regrets Julie Marks’ resignation as our parish secretary effective 31 July.   Gil Cardona-Erazo will contact 
Coastline Elderly to see if we can get a secretary through their placement program. 
 
F)  Replace our paper building management system with on-line reservation tools and calendar ($200) – deferred for lack of enthusiasm. 
 
G)  Home gymnasium – Rev. Dave is uncomfortable with using this space for groups larger than 10 people.  Gil is to seek the opinion of 
the fire inspector as to the space’s usability/safety. 
 
H)  Areas of Ministry for 2011-2012: 
 Property   
 Christian Ed   
 Care   
 Soup Kitchen   
 General Outreach   
 GLBT Concerns   
 Communications   
  
I)  Installation of Officers and Retreat  - planned for 18 September. 
 
J)  Congregational Meeting to Elect New Deaconate – 11 September. 
 
           Respectfully Submitted, 
                Gil Cardona-Erazo 

MINISTRY TEAM MINUTES 

CHURCH LIFE 



 

August 2011  6                Pilgrim’s Progress 

InspirationInspirationInspirationInspiration----Based Ministry Based Ministry Based Ministry Based Ministry     
 

Please give info to the office when someone deserves a note of appreciation!!!!!! 
 

 

Alice: for organizing the AHA! and City Celebrates! Events throughout the year.   
VBS Volunteers:teachers, refreshment coordinators, and teacher’s helpers without 
whom  the VBS would not be possible.   
New Ministry Team and Diaconate Members: for taking on the commitment to 
serve the membership of Pilgrim UCC throughout their terms. 
Rick Munroe: for organizing the new Sunday evening GLBT AA group “sober and out” 

        and alerting us to LGBT community events in the coming months (see Fellowship).  
 
 

Thank you to each of these inspiring individuals and all those who put visions and dreams into action.  

FELLOWSHIP 

   
             Scrabble & Game Night   Friday, August 26, 2011,  7-9 p.m.  

     PUCC Home 
Scrabble, Chess, Cribbage,  or bring your favorite game.   

Feel free to bring any tips or tricks you have for games with you to share. 
Event is free.  Everyone Welcome.  

INSPIRATIONS 

 

AHA! Night  
 

Coming in September Polish Women’s Business &  
Professionals Club 

 

AHA! Night is the second Thursday of each month all year long.  If 
you have ideas or suggestions of  programs that we could host for AHA! nights, 

please speak to Alice, 508-996-1498. 

Olympia Tower - We celebrate 13 years of holding a service of hymns, prayers, and a message from 
the minister at Olympia Tower.  We meet at 10 a.m. on the second Tuesday of the month September 

through June.  Come meet some of the residents.  
When you attend, use the back entrance from the parking lot.   

 

 Next service 09/12/11 

OUT IN THE PARK  
 

Saturday, September 18, 2010  10:30 AM to 7:00 PM  
The 13th year!  

 The Biggest Gay Day At New England's Biggest Amusement Park! 
Bus traveling from the local area. See Rick Munroe for details. 

 Provincetown, MA Thursday August 18, 2011  

Parade 3 p.m. Other events throughout the day 
featuring Charo as Grand Marshal 

Bus leaving the local area at 10 a.m. and returning at 9 p.m. 

See Rick Munroe for details. 
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OUTREACH  

  

 
 6 Donald Craveiro 

 7 Nancy Greene 
 8 Jordan Nunes 

  Rylee & Caleb Ortiz 
 13 Rev Dave & Kay Hammett 
 15 Katelyn McKnight 

 19    Peter & Donna Sherman 
 20 Jean Coury 

  

Anniversaries are in italics. 

PILGRIM WOMEN’S CLUB 

BOOK OF LIFE 

Please see events for the coming month on 
page 9 and/or the calendar.   

If your birthday 

or anniversary is 
in August but 

it’s not listed 
here, then I 

don't have it. 

Please provide 
the church     

office with the 
info.  Thank you,  

Julie 

Soup Kitchen 
 

Happy 4th of July from the soup Kitchen.  We wanted to do something a little special so Andrew 
Roderiques brought down a large grill and grilled up over 1000 hot dogs and 100  
hamburgers.  We cooked up some macaroni and chopped up a load of fresh vegetables and Tracy 
put together a delicious pasta salad.  We added some chips and watermelon, cake and ice cream, 
and a delicious cook out was enjoyed by all, and much appreciated on this brutally hot day.  Many 
thanks to Alice, Charlie, Chris, Russ, Dave, Kay, Tracy and Andrew as well as a couple of folks 
from the breakfast program, who I'm sorry to say that I lost my notes and forgot 
their names but not their much appreciated help.  Many thanks to all who baked 
brownies in the heat and dropped them off.  Last chance to help this summer will be 
on Labor day.  We look forward to sharing the day with you.   

      Peace,  
       Mouse  

          The 2011-2012 year will begin next month. 

We will hold our luncheon to kick off the season on a Saturday in September. Date and time TBD. 
 

            We will host several events and have interesting presentations and outings. 
 

Here are some of the examples from past years -  
 

     Events: Meat Pie Dinner, Potluck and Pound Auction, Holly Tree Fair 
  Presentations: Yoga, Native American Artifacts, Christmas Crafts 

  Outings: Play at your Theater, Tour of Fort Rodman Museum 
 

 
                     Come and join us for a good time with some wonderful ladies. You don't have to be a  

 member before attending a meeting and trying it on for size. 
 

 Meeting days are the Third Tuesday of each month, October Through June.    
There will be a luncheon in September to start off the new season.; date and location TBD. 

 


